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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 15-17,19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Cordo. 

Cordo discloses a frame (fig. 1); at least one limb support assembly supported on 
said frame (fig. 1), said limb support assembly comprising a plurality of limb support 
sections which are joined one attached to the other to support multiple sections of a 
patient's limb along the length of the limb between the limb joints (fig. 1), said limb 
support sections being joined one to the other by a pivot connection (fig. 1), wherein 
each said pivot connection corresponds to a limb joint, said limb support assembly 
further including a drive unit associated with each pivot connection to effect articulation 
of one limb support section relative to an adjacent said limb support section for 
articulating the limb joint associated therewith (col. 10, lines 35 - et seq.); and a control 
unit operably connected to the drive units for independently or simultaneously operating 
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said drive units to effect controlled manipulation of the limb support sections about the 
pivot connections (col. 10, lines 35 - et seq.). 

As for claims 16, 17,19, 20, Cordo discloses said pivot connections correspond 
to a shoulder joint (col. 7, lines 66 - et seq.), an elbow joint and a wrist joint of a limb 
and effect articulation about at least one pivot axis for each said limb joint (col. 7, lines 
66 - et seq), said pivot connection associated with said shoulder joint permits 
movement of an upper one of said limb support section about a plurality of pivot axes 
(col. 2, lines 45-49), one said limb support section comprises an intermediate limb 
support section which is pivotally connected to a distal end of said upper arm section 
and defines a vertical elbow pivot axis (fig. 2), a wrist support section which is pivotally 
connected to said intermediate support section by the associated pivot connection 
which said associated pivot connection defines a horizontal pivot axis extending 
sidewardly and a horizontal pivot axis extending longitudinally along the wrist (fig. 2). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-14 are allowed 

Claim 18 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Gow discloses an upper limb prosthesis. 

Rahman et al disclose an orthosis device. 

Saringer et al disclose a continuous passive motion device for joints. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Glenn Richman whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4981. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Greg Huson can be reached on 571-272-4887. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




.Glenn Richman 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3764 



